June 17th, 2020
Dear Parents,
Another academic year is drawing to a close. This is always the time when we congratulate
our students for successfully completing another year and, most especially, our sixth
graders as they leave us to go on to their secondary education armed with the confidence
and knowledge to thrive. This year there are so many people I wish to congratulate.
Online teaching has been around for a long time, but going from teaching face-to- face to
online was never meant to happen so abruptly. Yet, in a matter of days, with the careful
guidance and support of Miss Isela and Prof. Humberto, our teachers were at home sitting in
front of computers and students were logging into Google Classroom from their homes.
Four months ago, If you had asked any principal of a Preschool and Primary, “Will this
work?”, I feel confident that most would have said “No.” I’m so glad you have all seen that it
does work and this can be attributed to many factors – dedicated teachers, interested
students and committed parents.
To the teachers I say – for planning, which took much more time every afternoon to ensure
lessons were engaging and informative in this new format; for sitting in front of a computer
screen with not only 20 pairs of eyes on you, but 20 times that many parents’ eyes on you as
well and for being able to control a class remotely which is no mean feat. (It’s so much
easier face-to-face because we all know “Teachers have eyes at the back of their heads!”)
To our very little ones, unsure of why they were sitting in front of the computers, but
excited to see their teachers, report on their activities and try to follow instructions with
Mum or Dad encouraging their connection.
To the older students who logged on, confident of their computer skills, muted their
microphones when asked to do so, completed and turned in their assignments and
contributed to the lively discussions we witnessed, congratulations on your performance.
To the parents who, in order to make all this possible, had to add Google Classroom to their
myriad responsibilities.
THANK YOU!
We thank you and when your children are old enough to realise how complicated this was,
they, too, will thank you. These days will go down in history as one of the great upheavals in
education and you are all an integral part of it.
We have no idea what the beginning of the 2020-2021 academic year will look like but you
can be assured that we will take every available precaution to ensure that it is safe,
comfortable, and with a syllabus of opportunity for your children.
With warmest personal regards,
Jacqueline Gay.

