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Remote Learning Platform

by José Luis Castillón
One way to face a global humanitarian crisis is to readdress one’s goals and
procedures.

MISSION STATEMENT

These are some of our reflections.
We asked ourselves a couple of questions.
What is a school? “An institution for the teaching of children” is the definition
in the Merriam-Webster dictionary[1]. What does it mean to educate? “To provide
schooling for” or “to develop mentally, morally, or aesthetically especially by
instruction”[2].
It does not necessarily mean we need the physical space. It is obvious there
are many benefits from meeting face-to-face as well as from spending real time
together. We want to rescue our school’s essence, that of teaching our students
with care, bonding with them, understanding their needs and leading them
towards their future. Our mission does not change, our approach is being
readjusted.
With that in mind and filled with enthusiasm and commitment, we move ahead into
our online format with a fresh and renewed perspective.

[1] Recovered from: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary
[2] Op. Cit.
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These are the how’s and why’s of our remote learning platform.
These are the features that remain the same in our remote learning platform as
we continue to implement our school’s curriculum:
Who we teach:
Students who develop into caring sensitive global citizens with a principled
leadership mindset.
Why we teach:
International mindedness and lifelong learning
o IB Learner Profile
o Identity
o Diversity
o Global and local contexts
o Voice, choice and ownership
How we teach:
Language Instruction:
o Full immersion programme – Preschool
o Dual-language approach – Primary
IB’s Primary Years Programme – Approaches to teaching:
o Constructivism
o Inquiry
o Concept-based learning
o Collaborative learning
o Backward-Design
o Reflection
Engaging assessment:
o Initial assessment
o Formative assessment
o Summative assessment
o Feeding forward

What we teach:
Disciplines and transdisciplinarity:
o Mathematics
o Language(s)
o Social Studies
o Science
o ICT
o Physical Education
o Visual Arts
o Music
o Personal and social education: wellbeing
Approaches to learning:
o Thinking Skills
o Research Skills
o Communication Skills
o Social Skills
o Self-management skills

We will continue to adapt to our ever-changing world, through criticalthinking skills, being informed, by making decisions and reflecting upon
our actions.

NEW FEATURES

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING
Because we want our students to reflect upon their wellbeing, we will now
specifically focus on social and emotional skills such as: self-awareness, social
awareness, responsible decision making, conflict resolution, relationship skills and

We educate students to
improve the world

resilience. We wish to specifically foster emotional and social wellbeing.

INDIVIDUAL PEDAGOGICAL COACHING FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Meetings with experienced teachers will be available during school hours.

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL COACHING FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Meetings with our psychology department will be available during school hours.
Please call Miss Claudia to set up an appointment.

MINDFULNESS
Students and teachers will take part in mindfulness sessions during workdays.

BODY CONSCIOUSNESS
We foster the role of body consciousness in becoming an independent learner and as we use a remote learning platform.

VISUAL HEALTH
We will be providing our students with the tools to maintain good visual health and develop healthy habits when using screens.

Q&A WITH STUDENTS
Teachers will be available on a regular basis so they may be approached by our students to address individual and specific needs or questions.
This will support parents as our students work on their asynchronous tasks. This will offer constant monitoring of our students.

ASYNCHRONOUS AND SYNCHRONOUS LEARNING
We are offering a balance between the guided live sessions (synchronous) and independent work sessions (asynchronous).

ADAPTING STUDENT ASSESSMENT
Individual needs will be met in the online format as we cater students’ learning styles. Assessment will be flexible and personalized.

IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL CONTENT
Sharing intended learning outcomes and offering the proper scaffolding for our students.

FLEXIBILITY
We will always consider a balance between health, wellbeing and learning. We will take the necessary time to recover any type of
learning loss and we will continue to rebalance our curriculum, also giving space to innovation.

COHERENT LEARNING ECOSYSTEM
Our school’s philosophy and curriculum are the same on campus and in the remote learning platform.

SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS
A stipend has been offered to teachers to adapt and/or improve their home-based teaching centers.

EFFICIENT COMMUNICATION SYSTEM
We have readdressed our communication policy in order to give parents a more effective response.
Please read our new Communication Policy (Appendix A)

LANGUAGE SUPPORT
A new private YouTube channel with storytelling delivered by our teachers will be launched soon.

READING ROOMS
Individualized ongoing reading support for our students.

NETIQUETTE AND DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
We have created a document that explains the guidelines for the use of Remote Learning Platform. (Appendix B)

WEBSITES RECOMMENDED FOR PARENTS:
§ https://casel.org/covid-resources/
§ https://www.pacey.org.uk/parents/learning-at-home/
§ https://www.eyalliance.org.uk/family-time-tips-free-childrens-activities-mobile
§ https://www.familycorner.co.uk/
§ https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/for-children-and-young-people/
§ https://famly.co/blog/covid-19/what-does-quarantine-mean-for-childrens-mental-health/
§ http://www.canigoandplaynow.com/play-school-tv.html
§ https://abcdoes.com
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We will
continue to find ways to bond with our
students as we face life and its
challenges. In the meantime, we aim to
construct our community’s digital global
mindset.

Escuela Lomas Altas
Communication Policy
Appendix A

In order to maintain order and structure in our ongoing communication between home and
school, we request the following:
○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○
○
○

Our main channel of communication with the school is
communications@lomasaltas.edu.mx
Chats with teachers are forbidden (i.e. Whatsapp).
The school does not acknowledge any information beyond our official sources.
If you wish to communicate with any staff member please call our school phone:
55205375 / 55203725 or write an email to: communications@lomasaltas.edu.mx to
coordinate a formal meeting.
Avoid writing to teachers on a regular basis as we do not guarantee immediate
responses.
Be mindful not to interrupt your child’s class.
Queries regarding school fees and payments please write to:
administration@lomasaltas.edu.mx
Newsletters will be sent to you at the beginning of units of inquiry via:
pypcoordinator@lomasaltas.edu.mx
Report cards will be sent to you three times during the school year via a non-reply
email from: reportcards@lomasaltas.edu.mx
The school’s phone office hours are from 8:00 to 2:30.

Remote Learning Platform
Netiquette and Digital Citizenship
Appendix B
How can we ensure respectful and effective communication and true learning in our online
platform?
As lifelong learners and global citizens we agree to:
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Show respect and kindness to teachers and classmates
Be punctual
Complete our tasks on time
Submit our work in the requested format
Meet deadlines
Follow classroom rules
Listen to each other
Mute our microphone unless requested to do the opposite
Sit in a quiet place
Avoid distractions
Make sure I have adequate lighting
Have breakfast before class
Wear the proper attire
Keep camera on in order to comply with class attendance
Maintain a respectful tone of communication
Be mindful while using the classroom chat
Use classroom chats only for educational purposes
Avoid putting words in upper case and using emojis
Select appropriate topic discussions
Acknowledge and respect different perspectives
Demonstrate integrity while submitting work or while testing
Avoid recording or capturing images while in class
Respect turns to participate
Be ready to participate when requested to do so
Be aware of time while participating
Avoid the use of filters while in class
Encourage feedback from others
Ask questions to deepen understanding
Acknowledge strengths before differing and provide reasons for agreeing or disagreeing
Show appreciation to fellow classmates and teachers for different ideas, thoughts and contributions

Reference:
*International Baccalaureate:
https://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/mission/#:~:text=All%20of%20this%20is%20captured,through%20intercultural%20understanding%20and%20respect.

